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HARRY AND DAVID( BRINGS “THE MOST DELICIOUS PLACE TO SHOP” 

TO SAN FRANCISCO

Nation’s leading food-gift company opens first San Francisco store 

on November 2 at Union Square’s Westin St. Francis Hotel  

San Francisco, Calif., Oct. 2, 2002 – Harry and David(, the nation’s leading 

food-gift company since 1934, opens its first store in the heart of San Francisco on Saturday, November 2 at 9:30a.m.  Located at the Westin St. Francis (335 Powell Street) on Union Square, the 1,500 square foot store is one of more than 120 Harry and David( stores nationwide that carry an assortment of premium chocolate and candy confections, snacks, condiments, specialty food Gift Baskets, seasonal fresh fruit gifts and signature Towers of Treats(.  Harry and David( began as the first gourmet fruit direct-mail company in 1934.  Known for its Royal Riviera Pears and its Fruit-of-the-Month Club(, the company opened its first retail store in Medford, Oregon, in 1978.

A portion of the proceeds from Harry and David( San Francisco sales during the opening weekend will benefit Project Open Hand, an organization that provides freshly cooked meals and nutrition services to people with symptomatic HIV/AIDS, homebound seniors and individuals with other critical illnesses or disabilities. 

“San Francisco’s Union Square – at the heart of the City’s retail district – offers the perfect location for our newest Harry and David( store,” said Leslie Freytag, senior vice president and general manager for Harry and David( Stores.  “The San Francisco store reflects our mission to offer customers a whole new delicious kind of shopping.  Bay Area residents and visitors to San Francisco will always find the perfect gift for someone special or a unique treat for themselves.”

- more -
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In 1910, Harry and David’s family purchased a 237-acre pear orchard in southern Oregon’s Rogue River Valley.  The orchard produced remarkable pears that were known as “Royal Rivieras,” since most of the crop was reserved for European royalty.

The Great Depression of the 1930s hit the orchard business hard and ruined the export market.  Determined to save their family orchard, Harry and David delivered sample gift boxes of their Royal Riviera Pears to VIPs in San Francisco and New York City.  Together, the brothers took more than 400 orders for holiday delivery and a mail order business was born.  

In 1935, Harry and David( sold 2,000 gift packages; in 1936 the total climbed to 37,000.  This year, Harry and David( will deliver almost two million of their famous fruit gifts to recipients all across the country.  

Today, Harry and David( farms approximately 3,400 acres in the Rogue Valley.  In addition to growing much of its own fruit, Harry and David( makes its own baked goods and confections, and assembles its own gift packages.

Harry and David( San Francisco store hours will be Monday – Saturday 9:30a.m.- 8:00p.m. and Sunday 11:00a.m.-6:00p.m.  For more information on Harry and David(, visit the Harry and David( website at www.harryanddavid.com.
Harry and David( operates under Bear Creek Corporation, one of the nation’s leading direct-mail marketers.  Bear Creek Corporation also operates Jackson & Perkins Company, leading mail-order supplier of roses and other plants for Harry and David(; and Jackson & Perkins Wholesale, a nursery cultivating roses and other plants. 

- more -
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Harry and David( Stores

Harry and David( is the nation’s largest direct-mail marketer of gourmet fruit and food gifts.  Well known for its Fruit-of-the-Month Club®, the company was founded in 1934 and is headquartered in Medford, Oregon.  The Harry and David Stores Division currently includes more than 120 stores in major regional malls and outlet malls nationwide and has plans to grow to more than 300 stores in the next five years.  The company is a subsidiary of Bear Creek Corporation, which is also headquartered in Medford and includes Jackson & Perkins Company, and Jackson & Perkins Wholesale.  Bear Creek Corporation is owned by Yamanouchi Consumer Inc. (YCI), part of the Yamanouchi Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. family of companies.  Yamanouchi Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. is a research-oriented company based in Tokyo that develops and markets its products worldwide.  Other subsidiaries of YCI include Shaklee Corporation, a leading provider of nutritional and household products, and INOBYS, a business venture incubator.  For more information on Harry and David(, visit the 

Harry and David( website at www.harryanddavid.com.
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Calendar editors, please note:

HARRY AND DAVID( BRINGS “THE MOST DELICIOUS PLACE TO SHOP” 

TO SAN FRANCISCO

What: 
Harry and David(, the nation’s leading food-gift company since 1934, opens its first store in the heart of San Francisco on Saturday, November 2 at 9:30a.m.  Located at the Westin St. Francis (335 Powell Street) on Union Square, the 1,500 square foot store is one of more than 120 


Harry and David( stores nationwide that carry an assortment of premium chocolate and candy confections, snacks, condiments, specialty food Gift Baskets, seasonal fresh fruit gifts and signature Towers of Treats(.  


Harry and David( began as the first gourmet fruit direct-mail company in 1934.  Known for its Royal Riviera Pears and its Fruit-of-the-Month Club(, the company opened its first retail store in Medford, Oregon, in 1978.


A portion of the proceeds from Harry and David( San Francisco sales during the opening weekend will benefit Project Open Hand, an organization that provides freshly cooked meals and nutrition services to people with symptomatic HIV/AIDS, homebound seniors and individuals with other critical illnesses or disabilities.
When:
Saturday, November 2, 2002 at 9:30a.m.

Where:
Westin St. Francis Hotel on Union Square



335 Powell Street



San Francisco, California 94102

Store Hours:
Monday – Friday 9:30a.m.-8:00p.m. and Sunday 11:00a.m.-6:00p.m.

Information:
For more information on Harry and David(, visit the Harry and David( website at www.harryanddavid.com.

Editor’s note: An exclusive pre-opening event for media and VIPs is planned for Friday, November 1.  Please contact Katherine Madariaga at 415.561.0888 ext. 2318 or katherine@landispr.com, if you are interested in attending.  All proceeds from the pre-opening event will benefit Project Open Hand.  Official invitations to follow.  

To request photos, B-roll, slides or digital images, please contact Katherine Madariaga at 415.561.0888 ext. 2318 or email katherine@landispr.com.


