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TRAVEL ADVISORY;
On Fisherman's Wharf, A Landmark Is a Hotel

By CHRISTOPHER HALL
 
An early 1900's warehouse on Fisherman's Wharf has a new incarnation: it now houses the 252-room Argonaut Hotel and a new visitors center for the San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park.

Haslett Warehouse, a four-story structure built in 1907 to store canned fruits and vegetables, was acquired in 1978 by the National Park Service, which runs the maritime park. The park, on 35 acres of land and water, has a collection of historic ships berthed across the street from the Haslett, and a maritime museum about two blocks away, drawing 3.5 million visitors a year. 

The warehouse was unoccupied since 1986. In 2000, the park service and the Kimpton Hotels and Restaurants signed a deal under which Kimpton spent $40 million to create the hotel and visitors center. Rent paid by the hotel goes toward preserving the park's historic ships.

With the building's red brick walls and timber framing as a backdrop, the decor of the hotel, which opened last week, has a nautical flavor. Guest rooms come with whitewashed wood furniture, large porthole-shaped mirrors, captain's chairs and navy blue carpets with gold stars. Many rooms have views of the Golden Gate Bridge or the bay. There is a seafood restaurant, the Blue Mermaid Chowder House and Bar.

The Argonaut Hotel is at 495 Jefferson Street; (866) 415-0704, fax (415) 563-2800, www.argonauthotel.com. Doubles $149 to $389, suites $219 to $459. The 10,000-square-foot visitors center, which holds exhibits and events related to West Coast seafaring history, is on the ground floor, next to the hotel lobby. For park information, call (415) 561-7100, or visit www.nps.gov/safr.

 
GRAPHIC: Photo: Haslett Warehouse, now a hotel. (Photo by Kimpton Hotels and Restaurants)
