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San Francisco hotel is fresh out of the can

San Francisco's Fisherman's Wharf is adding a new hotel in a historic building: the 252-room Argonaut, run by the Kimpton boutique chain.

The timber-and-brick hotel is in the former Haslett Warehouse, built between 1907 and 1909 for the Del Monte fruit and vegetable label and once the world's largest cannery, Kimpton said.

Many rooms have views of the San Francisco Bay and such landmarks as the Golden Gate Bridge and Coit Tower; in 13 suites, guests will have brass telescopes to watch passing ships. The project also includes the nearby Blue Mermaid Chowder House & Bar, a casual seafood restaurant. 

The hotel's ground floor will house the new visitors center of San Francisco Maritime National Historic Park, whose floating holdings include the 1886 square-rigger ship Balclutha. There will be interactive exhibits, an auditorium and a museum. Rent paid by Kimpton will benefit the park, which owns the building.

Introductory room rates, good through March, subject to availability, will start at $149 per night; suites will start at $219. The hotel is expected to open Monday and the restaurant on Wednesday. (800) 546-7866, www.kimptongroup.com.
