lglnﬁhﬁlu(quu.

- %ﬁmm&r&n
- Southern Ca the 277 other

-“mlﬂcﬂp
3 million maintenance
og ﬁhuhnpliumhm

m-mm:mmma
Pmm

&)t will make a huge amount of
difference in trail maintenance and
repair and other things, like buildings
being painted. It will mean creeks and
streams and lakes are clean and usable.??
Elizabeth Goldstein, president, Califarnia State Parks Foundanon

Parks: 'Water, sewer
repairs most urgent

» FROM PAGE A3
the state Department af Parks
and Recreation.

"IUs off the chart. There's
nothing compacable,” said
Jacksan of the big bonus. "Itis
a remendous gift to Califor-
nians and future Californians
on the part of the Legislature
and the governor, * said Jack-
son, wha is now deputy direc-
tor for park operations.

The deparunent only got $66
million for all maintenance in
last year's budget.

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger
lasr week signed the new 5131
billion spending plan, which
benefited from a nearly $8
billion revenue boost from an
expanding economy.

Because of years of lean
budgels, the parks department
has been delaying millions of
dollars in maintenance, every-
thing from failing sewer lines at
campgrounds (o :rumbhng

walls at Surter's Fort in S:cm- -

mento.

AL the same time, more peo-
ple than ever are visiting slate
parks. The number of visitors
climbed from 76 million o 87
million between 1990 and
2005.

Jackson is now drawing up a
to-do list [or a massive facelift
of the country's largest state
park system. Priorities should
be established by the end of
summer, he said.

The adabe barracks at the
fort about 70 miles north of Los
Angeles at Fort Tejon will most
likely be on the list, Jackson
said.

“It's not sexy stufi. We're
talking roads and roo(s and
water systems, but that will
hold us for 30 0r 40 0r 50
years,” he said.

The department, which has
six years to use the $250 mil-
lion, will immediately lJaunch
several pressing projects.
mostly water and sewage sys-
tems, some that started serving
campers just alter World War,

district superintendent for the
Capital District state museums
and historic parks.

Mortar holding together the
white brick walls enclosing the
midtown fort is disappearing,
weakening the historic struc-
ture,

“1f you let things go, pretry
soon you'd have things crum-
bling,” Taylor said.

The fort walls were recon-
structed between 1891 and
1893 and also are covered in
lead-based paint, which has to
be removed, she said.

« An adobe building inside the
fort, an original structure, also
is slowly eroding, Taylor said.
The repairs and restoration will
probably cost just under

$1 million, she said.

She also has on her wish list
repairs in Old Sacramento and
al the Governor's Mansion.

The maintenance money is
like a tree shapping spree at
Home Depot for park superin-
tendents

“We haven't seen this kind of
money in years," she said. "It's
incredible.”

Legislative staffers say after
the parks maintenance backlog
was lopped from an infrastruc-
ture measure an the November
ballat, legislators and the gover-
not warmed to the idea of divvy-
ing up at least some of the
money from the general fund.

A nonprofit foundation that
raises money 10 supplement
state park operaiions hailed the
maintenance maney as 2 bonus
that park users will appreciate.

“1t will make a huge amount
of difference in trail mainte-
nance and repair and other
things, like buildings being
painted,” said Elizabeth Gold-
stein, president of the Califor-
nia State Parks Foundation. "It
will mean creeks and streams
and lakes are clean and us-
able.”

The maintenance backlog
will continue to grow, Gold-
stein said, but this year's

Jackson said. Water and sewer  money will make significant.
lines are among the most expen-  inroads.
sive projects because of the “Ithink there is a growing
additional cost of replacing awaréness about deferred
them in envi lly sensi- 1ce, and because
tive areas. there's a little bil of gravy in the
At Jedediah Smith Redwoods  budget, this has been the first
State Park in Del Norte County, opportunity for the governor
about a third of the 106 camp-  and the Legislature to do some-
ing spaces have been closed thing about it. We couldn’t be
because a sewage treatment more plzas!d.';“

[acility is overtaxed.
In Sacramento, Sutter's Fort
repairs ahuuld 'he hl!h nn me
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