THE ORANGE COUNTY

REGISTER

SuNDAY PRICE: $1.25 « Sunday, June 22, 2008 « Founpep v 1905

TRAVEL

Redwoods ﬁew face

Walk among giants of Northern California Exhibit shows art of Wifredo Lam,
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Redwood highway

Ancient groves along Northern California’s U.S. 101 offer a respite from the buzz saw of urban life.

Story by GARY A. WARNER
Photos by MARK RIGHTMIRE
THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER

If you want perspective to smack you
up the side of the head, go to the red-
woods.

No, smack isn't the right word. The
trees that seem to rocket out of sight
don’t offer a rude awakening, but a gen-
tle, beautiful reminder. Life is shorter
than you imagine. Mountains may be for-
ever. But redwoods are alive, They grow,
they live, they die - it just might take a
thousand years or so.

All the books of Zen meditation bring
me less peace than I feel while sitting
among the redwoods at Richardson
Grove State Park on a quiet afternoon,
with nothing but the sound of the wind
through the branches.

There are the young redwoods rising
from the ferns; the mature kings of the
stand scarred with black swaths where
lightning struck; the toppled old giant
gathering moss on the forest floor. Many
years ago, my then-preschooler son, sur-
veying the scene, turned to me with a
comment worthy of a wise man.

“Big trees fall down.”

—_— SOFT LANDING: A carpet of needles, bark and decomposed plant material provides a springy wélkinq surface for a
SEE REDWOODS ® PAGE 6 family in Humboldt Redwoods State Park.
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