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to Gustav Mahler's music.
San Francisco Symphony
Music Director Michael
Tilson Thomas, 66, who first expe-
rienced it at age 13, calls it “this
shattering joyous noise from a
supreme symphonist — something
that macde me a different person.”
Cellist Yo-Yo Ma was 15, he says,
when Mahler's music hit him “likea
bolt of lightning.”
On the centenary of Mahler's death
— he lived from 1860 to 1911 — his
long, complex and supremely reward-
ing symphonies are being performed
all over Europe. MTT and the San
Franeisco Symphony are among the
composor’s greatest advocates,
Following last months — and
continuing — Mahler blitz from the
symphony’s “Keeping Score” pro-
grams on TV, radio, DVD and CD,
comes a 10-day Mahler festival in
Davies Hall. Beginning Thursday, it's
the fourth such event during MTT 16
vears at the head of the orchestra,
Soon after, from May 19-June 6,
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the conductor and orchestra embark
on a lengthy European Lour, playing
mostly Mahler.

They will perform in Prague
(near the composers hirthplace)
and Vienna, the center of Europe's
Mabhler celebrations. As the only
American  orchestra  invited to
Vienna for the events, it will play
four of the 60 coneerts scheduled
in the Konzerthaus.

Other tour stops include Brus-
sels, Luxembourg; Essen, Germany;
Paris; Madrid; Barcelona, Spain;

and Lisbon, Portugal.

Mahler conecerts in The City
feature performances of three sym-
phonies: No. 9, his farewell to life;
the huge No. 2 (*Resurrection”); and
No, 6, called the “Tragic”

What does it take Lo prepare for

this jet-setter, Mabhler-intensive
month? In addition to the previ-
ous rehearsals, performances and
recordings, the conductor and
orchestra will spend at least an extra
10 hours in rehearsals in early May,
and set aside time at each European
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venue as needed.

The orchestra has completed
recording the eyele of Mahlor works,
including the Adagio from the unfin-
ished Symphony No 10, and works
for voice, chorus and orchestra.
The eycle has won seven Grammy
Awards, including three for Best
Classical Album,

In addition to a 17-CD box set of
all the recordings, a 22-album vinyl
box set retails for $750.

Musicians express only enthusi-
asm about playing Mahler, even as
they cover familiar ground.

“Mahler does better than any-
hody, when he's combining these
humble qualities of little forest ani-
mals or little village bands with the
infinite,” says principal clarinetist
Carey Bell.

“Like most greal composers,
Mahler combines so many ele-
ments of human emotion. His music
sometimes has a sacred quality to
it, sometimes it's grotesque — he
seems to be able to incorporate
evervthing in a musical manner
that is just so riveting and expres-
sive and soulful” says principal
trumpeter Mark Inonye.



