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Emirates Airline, started in 1985 with Dubai government funding, has added San Francisco International as its 102nd destination.

SFO's service to Dubai takes off

Emirates Airline
 predicts profit amid
tough economy

By George Raine

CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

Emirates Airline touched down in San
Francisco Monday, touting its new nonstop
service to Dubai.

On the way in, the flight was about 70
percent full. On the way out, three hours
later, more than 90 percent of the seats
were filled.

That kind of demand is both surprising
and reassuring to the Middle Eastern airline,
which hopes its new service will draw crowds
hoping to visit the gleaming Arab capital, fa-

Sheikh Ahmed Bin Saeed Al-Maktoum
downplays the slowdown in Dubai.

mous for both its high finance and high-rise

| Duildings.

Of course, that might be a pretty tall order
in an industry that has been severely crip-
pled by this year's economic downturn. Pas-
senger travel is down worldwide. Eight US.
airlines went out of business in 2008.

But Emirates Airline’s chairman and chief
executive won't be weighed down in the bog
of recession and negative talk Sheikh Ah-
med Bin Saeed al- -Maktoum, stepping off the
inaugural flight, said he is a glass-half-full
businessman.

“The market is a lough market, most of
the businesses are down, so the only way is
up,” he said. “The minute you hit bottom,
the only way is up, and yes, I believe we are at
the bottom.”

At a news conference earlier Monday, he
said, “What is happening now will not last
forever.” He added that flying “is the only
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way to travel People will not sail
in ships. It takes too long.”

Emirates Airline, which began
in 1985 with a §lﬂ million infu-
mn&unth!)u.bmmmnml,‘
theSBSmdlnnpmrﬁtwpomdio:
the six months that ended in Sep-
tember was relatively modest, Ah-
med said. The next six-month re-
port will be better, he said

SFO's first service to Mideast

San Francisco became Emir-
ates Airline’s 102nd worldwide
destination Monday, and San
Francisco began its first service to
the Middle Eag. This completes a
10-year effort by San Francisco In-
ternational Airport to entice the
the United Arab Emirates believe
there are business and leisure
markets here and there aswell asa
demand by ethnic groups who
will visit families and friends in

“It is really a mix — business
traffic, family in the United Arab
Emirates, where there is a big
American population now, and
wmshwndsmﬂwsulmnh—
nent,” said Nigel Page, vice presi-
dentiotwmnwwloperanmm

the Americas for Emirates.

The airline began service be-
tween Los Angeles and Dubai in

Economic crisis hits Dubal
Strong demand would seem to
fly in the face of the global eco-
nomie crisis, which has also en-
snarled Dubai, a place of explosive
growth as the premier trading
center in the Persian Gulf and
gateway to the Middle East. Huge
amounts of foreign investment
powednﬂolhemlymlheptstm
mr:n—dmphnefrm
ing now a luxury
tourist and real estate hub, al-

'hwah it is now applying the

Some skyscrapers stand unfin-
ished, Workers from Manila and

Nakhoel Developraint 2006

The Palm Jumeirah artificial island is one of the attractions in the hub of Dubai, United Arab Emirates, gateway to the Middle East.

much is being made of the slow-
down in Dubai. Of course, he has
umdmemtashzmlsodzpu
rydmmmnlﬂteDuhuM
tive Council, which formulates
policies and strategies for the
Emirate of Dubai.

Ahmed is the son of the for-
mer emir of Dubai, the brother
of a former ruler and the uncle of
the current ruler of Dubai,

07
tion jobs in recent years are head-
ing home, and parts of the United

whale world. It is not just Dubai.
If you see what Dubai has done

in the last five years, some would
not be able to achieve that for 20
years. So I think we went ata very
fast pace, achieved most of our
goals, but I think we will always
be positive.

“It is not Dubai that is slowing
down. The whole world is slowing
down. We are part of this world.
We are remaining positive, and [
think the only way is to move on."

Bleak forecast for 2009
Others in the airline industry

Giovanni Bisignam, the associa-
tion's director-general. “We face
lslhemmcnnmmenlm
Ahmed said the United Arab
Emirates might have started the
service between Dubai and the
West Coast sooner but was wait-
m.gfurl.hcnsl'lm‘ﬂlm the
777 long-range aircraft,
eapableofulﬁvhmrﬂlsh.

The Emirates flew a Boeing
mmmmm In 2005,
the aircraft set the record for dis-
tance traveled nonstop by a com-
mercial airplane — 11,664 nauti-
eal_&llsgﬂongl(ong!ol.onm

Mmmfslhghtmﬂwmu
tical miles, completed in 15 hours
and 20 minutes, and Emirates
billed it as “the longest green jour-
ney” The sirline woeked with
governments in Dubai, Russia,
Iceland, Canada and the United
States to fly the most efficient po-
Igrmmmreduaefuelandanis-

mwﬁncesnmkd‘ it saved
2,000 gallons of fuel, which Page
said is 3 to 4 percent of what the
airline would have budgeted for
fuel for the flight.
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