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Wu lnd been underwater
‘more than an hour and Ihull but
the dive was not over.

Ali, my dive buddy from Mexi-
co, and [ were headed into shal-
low water to look for a Cuthona
nudlbranch that she had photo-
graphed This
new spedes is found only on nas-
ty stinging hydroids that are the
marine equivalent of habanem
chiles. I donned a glove that Ali
had lent me. I still have scars on
my hand from a misadventure

other species of nudibranch that
lives on it.

We managed to find ane, anice
big specimen, about two in
long. We looked for lnndmrbut
no ludc The nydrolds were in

‘water that it was

mm:un o maneuver.

While we avoided the painful

both ran into a long-spined sea
urchin, I felt the intense pain as
about 30 venom-tipped spines
poked my thigh through my wet-
suit. They say that peeing on the
spot alleviates the pain. I decided
10 just suck it up.
Still, it was well worth the pain

o'clock, We had a qui

documenting our finds.
‘When I finally brushed my

teeth and turned off the light my

watch said 1:30. T knew the cycle

not trade it for mythmg
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LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT A nudi-
b + tosi .,-

on the hill behind our house. I
\ddakognln(heudeponlson
the Marin coas!

When | was m high school and
took biology, my inspirational
teacher, Gordon Chan, would
take students on field trips, in-
cluding to tide pool areas. I toid
him I had seen nudibranchs in a
book about marine life, but I had
never been able to find one.

“No problem,” he said. “I know
exactly whereofind them.”

ca, feeding on its sponge prey.

Area, | started visiting me Call-

at Work fornia Sciences, and
2 pools on the Marin Terry Gosliner of the California  Sc¢ing the exhibits and ﬂqﬂﬂﬂ“m
ieational teac] . . are some of my earliest memo-
- f‘“fl xlj’:f_,":,c“.’.‘“f Academy of Sciences hasbeen riec ¥ ine did T know that T
poclarazs. Itold kim Thad ks p working there for
branks) since 1992. Hepostedat " yas always raising tadpoles

butterflies, and

nudibranchs and I was hooked.



