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The gospel of DIY

By Zahid Sardar

DIY proselytizer than Faythe

CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

The do-it-yourself movement is
app ing a fever pitch, with
everyone from artists to amateurs
embracing craft culture, making
by hand what they need or maybe
just want — clothes, jewelry and
home furnishings.

And thereis no more passionate

Levine, 31, a tattooed former pho-
tographer who has turned into an
author and

Levine's d.omnnenlary “Hand-
made Nation: The Rise of DIY,
Art, Craft, and Design,” and a
simultaneously released book,
written with Cortney Heimerl, Kevin J. Miyazak/Redux
have made her the de factospokes-  Do-it-yourself guru Faythe Levine made a docum-

Cruafts continues on E12  entary (and co-wrote a book) about the movement.

Some artists barter their skllls

Crafts from page Ex

woman for DIY.

The film, a behind-the-scenes
look at DIYers in their studios
and at craft fairs where they
form wider communities, will be
presented at the forthcoming
American Craft Council Show
Aug. 14-16 at Fort Mason in San
Francisco. The annual event
highlights a juried selection of
crafts for sale. Many first-time
DIYers at the fair meld tradition-
al crafts with punk culture, like
the artists in “Handmade Na-
tion.” Their work will be shown
in this year's expanded AltCraft
section. Among them, Bay Area
artists Sonya Philip, Katherine
DeBoy and Carolyn Tillie will
exhibit handmade home accesso-

_ ries and jewelry.

Levine's gateway to DIY was
also the 1990s punk music scene.
“I made silk-screened packaging

for records and 1 tapes. Itled me
to zine culture,” she says.

She first published herpho
tographs and collages in hand-
made zines — magazines created
on a photocopy machine. “It was
life changing,” she said. “It
showed me that you can make
whatever you want.”

On a whim seven years ago,
she organized an art show and
sale of easy-to-make sock mon-
keys and cute stuffed felt owls
that was an instant success. She
started selling Messenger Owl
dolls with a back pocket for
cards and could barely keep up
with the demand online.

- The power and joy of making
things inspired Levine, who
now runs a crafts store and
gallery in Milwaukee, to start a
Midwest craft fair called Art vs.
Craft. She made an interesting
discovery: "
“Compared to other art com-

if you go

American Craft Council Show:
Aug. 14-16. Fort Mason Center’s
Herbst and Festival pavilions, San
Francisco. Admission $12, $18 for
two-day pass. Special Friday
admission $5 after 5 p.m. ACC
members and children younger
than 12, free. (800) B36-3470.
craftcouncil.org/sf.

“Handmade Nation": 8:30 p.m.
Aug. 14. Golden Gate Room. $12;
£5 with paid admission to the
craft show.

munities, the DIY craft commu-
nity is predominantly made up of
women who are supporting one
another,” she said. Sometimes
they even barter their skills.
Inspired, she decided to make
her first documentary film
about the friends she made
within the community — the
project funded by credit cards
and the online sale of items
people donated for production
costs — and meandered 19,000
miles from New York to San
Francisco for a year, filming

craft shops and craft fairs that
are the nuclei of the growing
DIY fascination. The movement
has even swept up graffiti artists
who tag light poles with knitted
wraps.

In San Francisco's Mission
District, Levine found Yvonne
Chen and Jeremy Crown of Lit-
tle Otsu, a vegan store that be-
gan with handmade goods and
now sells diaries and other para-
phernalia from its printing oper-
ations. In Boston, Chicago, Mil-
waukee, Los Angeles and Aus-
tin, Texas, she discovered soli-
tary artists, furniture designers
and entrepreneurs with online

or bricks-and-mortar stores
selling home furnishings.

Levine found most DI Yers are
as resourceful as she has been.
“As a filmmaker, I could show
more of them and get others to
join the greener, handmade
lifestyle,” says Levine, the
daughter of an organic farmer
and a professional astrologer.

“I want to be a permission
giver, to let people know DIY is
easy,” she says. “Sometimes you
don’t consider simple things until
somebody shows them to you.”

E-mail comments to
home@sfehronicle.com.




